
AP Art History

Etruscan Art and 
Emergence of the Roman 

Republic



● Homeland: Etruria
● Modern Day Tuscany

● Appeared around 8th century, 
ruling Italian peninsula until 
100 B.C.E.

● Sailed in the Aegean, major 
contact with Greek colonies in 
Italy

● Introduced….
● Greek/Phoenician alphabet
● Polytheism
● Arches
● Roads
● Gladiator games

Enter the Etruscans



ETRUSCAN ART

(700-539 BCE)

Etruscans = Ancient Italians who 

adopted much of he Greek 

Culture  (was ETRURIA, now 

TUSCANY)

Sculptures made from terra-cotta 

(Italian for “Baked Earth”)

The new ‘Tuscan Style’ of 

architecture takes Greek orders 

with a twist

Etruscan Art
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● Art is characterized by 
polytheistic pantheon of 
gods in civic and religious 
buildings
● Demonstrates influence from 

Greece and other ancient 
civilizations (Egypt)

● Little of Etruscan art 
remains, mostly known 
through archaeology 

● Major bridge between Greek 
and Roman art. 

Important to Know About the 
Etruscans



How is this similar/different to 
Greece?



● No Etruscan architecture remains 
(burned down by the Romans), nor 
does their literature or history. 
● What exists is primarily 

underground in necropoli
● Main source of information comes 

from Roman architect, Vitruvius
● Show Greek influence of multiple 

gods 
● Columns
● Pediments
● Temple designs

Vitruvius Tells about the Temples



ETRUSCAN ART

ETRUSCAN TEMPLES

(700-539 BCE)

 Columns were smooth and did not 

surround temple

 Only one set of stairs leading up to 

stylobate

 Lots of terra-cotta sculpture –

especially on roof

 Front and Back sides are not the 

same

 Tuscan-style of columns

Etruscan Art

Temple of Minerva (Veii, near Rome). 

Original temple of wood, mud brick, or 

tufa (volcanic rock) , 510-500 BCE.

ETRUSCAN



ETRUSCAN ART

Etruscan Art

Temple of Minerva (Veii, near Rome). Original temple of wood, mud brick, or 

tufa (volcanic rock) , 510-500 BCE. ETRUSCAN



● Made of mud-brick 
and wood, not marble

● Steps only in front, 
not uniform around.

● Elevated entrance, 
unlike Parthenon

● Statues placed ON 
buildings, not in.
● Much more nature 

based than Greece
● Natural materials, 

more open, airy. 
● Terracotta

● Temple of Minerva

Getting Away from Greece



●Etruscans put their own 
spin on Doric Columns
●Columns not fluted
●Base given to bottom 

of columns

The Tuscan Order 



● Greek Archaic influence 
Demonstrates happier view 
of death
● Death is part of the journey 

of life
● Different from Greece

● More movement, life, figure 
in motion , very dynamic

● Etruscans didn’t show 
nudity, Romans won’t 
either.

● Enacting an event, larger 
than life.

An Archaic Influence

Apollo from Veii, c. 510 B.C.E, 
terra-cotta, rooftop sculpture, 
using sky as a backdrop. 



ETRUSCAN ART

Apollo of Veii, c510-500 BCE.  ETRUSCAN

Etruscan Art

(700-539 BCE)

Etruscans = Ancient Italians who 

adopted much of he Greek 

Culture  (was ETRURIA, now 

TUSCANY)

Sculptures made from terra-cotta 

(Italian for “Baked Earth”)

The new ‘Tuscan Style’ of 

architecture takes Greek orders 

with a twist



The Temple of Minerva



● Overthrown by Latins in 
Rome, 509 B.C.E

● Last Etruscan king, 
overthrown, Romans 
will develop a Republic. 
● Romans began to 

conquer Etruria, erasing 
their culture, leaving 
only what was 
underground. 

The Etruscans Enter Rome



● Romans destroyed culture 
above ground in Etruria

● Below ground tombs and 
Necropolis left alone.
● Most knowledge of 

Etruscans comes from 
burial practices, like 
Egypt. 

● Tombs designed like 
underground towns 
with streets. 

Erasing the Etruscans



● Cremation was 
common practice prior 
to Christianity (Greek 
and Romans did this)

● Ashes placed in urns or 
Sarcophagi
● Urns shaped like 

houses, huts
● Sarcophagi made with 

bronze Terra-Cotta: a 
hard ceramic clay 

Cremation is Common



● Entire families cremated, 
buried in urns one tomb.
● Mausoleums and urns 

built to resemble houses
● Materialistic afterlife

● Possessions placed in 
tombs, more elaborate  
after Greek/Egyptian 
influence. 

Seeing Life Through Death



ETRUSCAN ART

The tombs of CerveteriEtruscan Art
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The tombs of CerveteriEtruscan Art
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The tombs of CerveteriEtruscan Art
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The tombs of CerveteriEtruscan Art



Tomb of Shields and Chairs, 
Cerveteri, c. 550 B.C.E



Fibula with Orientalizing

lions, from the Regolini-

Galassi Tomb, Sorbo

necropolis, Cerveteri, Italy, c.

650-620 BCE, gold

About 650-640 BCE, a wealthy

Etruscan family in Cerveteri

stocked the Regolini-Galassi

Tomb (named for its

excavators) with bronze

cauldrons and gold jewelry

produced in Etruria but of

Orientalizing style.



The most spectacular of the

many luxurious objects in the

tomb is a gold fibula (clasp or

safety pin) of unique shape

used to fasten a woman’s gown

at the shoulder. The gigantic

disk-shaped fibula is in the

Italic tradition, but the five

lions striding across its surface

are motifs originating in the

Orient. The technique
combines repousse and

granulation (the fusing of tiny

metal balls, or granules, to a

metal surface).



Tomb of the Leopards (Triclinium), c. 480-470, 
Tarquina, Italy –What does this show us?

Woman 

offers egg 

= symbol 

of life after 

death



● Surviving Etruscan 
painting are frescoes 
from walls and 
ceilings of tombs.
● happy, cheerful 

view of afterlife
● Egyptian influence
● death  less scary, 

continuation of life

Etruscan Painting



Tomb of the Triclinium, c. 480-470 
B.C.E, Tarquinia, Italy



● Triclinium: Ancient 
Roman dining table
● Funerary banquet or 

just eating?
● Musical instruments? 

Scene of life or honor 
for the dead?

● Wearing of laurel leaf 
wreath?

Tastiness in the Tomb of the 

Triclinium



ETRUSCAN ART

Tomb of the TricliniumEtruscan Art

Tomb of the Triclinium

480-470 BCE, Tufa and fresco.

This is a chamber tomb ocated in the 

necropolis of Tarquinia, Italy. Chamber 

tombs are subterranean rock-cut chambers 

The tombs are intended to contain not only 

the remains of the deceased but also 

various grave goods or offerings deposited 

along with the deceased. The Tomb of the 

Triclinium is composed of a single chamber 

with wall decorations painted in fresco. 

Discovered in 1830, the tomb takes its 

name from the three-couch dining room of 

the ancient Greco-Roman Mediterranean, 

known as the triclinium – which is shown in 

the fresco.

Other tombs in Tarquinia include the

Tomb of the Lionesses and the Tomb of

the Leopards. 



ETRUSCAN ART

Tomb of the TricliniumEtruscan Art



What does this sarcophagus show 
about Etruscan society? 



● Women enjoyed far more 
freedom, rights than 
anywhere else, especially 
Greece.
● Personal tombs or urns
● Participation in public 

life
● Images of women who 

are NOT goddesses show 
up way more in Etruscan 
art than anywhere else. 

This Shocking Sarcophagus



Greek influence 
● Greeks ate reclining on couches 

too, as did Egyptian and later, 
Romans.

● Skin tone, hair color denotes 
gender

● Archaic influence
● Marital intimacy
● Inclusion of women

● Woman feeding man-semi equal 
status

● Designed for function, not reality
● Style focus over skeletal accuracy

What does this show about 
Etruscan domestic life?

Sarcophagus of Spouses  

from Cerveteri, c. 250 
B.C.E, terra cotta





● Later Etruscan 
Sarcophagi will be 
made out of Stone, 
due to Roman 
influence. 

● Roman sarcophagi 
will continue this 
tradition. 

Later Stone Sarcophagi 



● During the late 1700’s, 
Napoleon Bonaparte seized 
control as Emperor of France. 
Napoleon, being from Italy, 
wanted to make Europe the new 
Rome and himself, the new 
Caesar. 
● Since Romans adopted the 

Etruscan sarcophagi style which 
became popular, Napoleon’s rule 
saw the return of sarcophagi like 
these, which spread all the way to 
the U.S during the 1850’s. Even 
Napoleon’s sarcophagi is Roman!

A Future Fun Fact



● Late Etruscans were 
masters of Bronze
● Etruscan bronze 

makers worked for 
Romans, copying 
Greek works.

● Often difficult to 
distinguish between 
Roman and Etruscan.

Beauty Through Bronze



● Story of Romulus and 
Remus, founders of 
Rome. 

● Named for location on 
Capitoline Hill in 
Rome.

● Romulus and Remus 
added later during 
Renaissance
● Etruscan wolf 

adopted by Romans. 

Capitoline Wolf, c. 500 B.C.E



ETRUSCAN ART

Romulus and Remus nursed by a She-wolfEtruscan Art



● Egyptian art 
influenced Greece

● Greek art influenced 
Etruscan

● Etruscan art influences 
Roman

● Roman art shows 
influences of Greek 
and Etruscan art.
● Rome and Greece will 

influence the world for 
centuries to come. 

The Pattern of Influence



● 509 B.C.E.- Latin citizens 
of Rome remove Etruscan 
kings.
● Inspired by Greek idea of 

democracy, form a 
Republic (eventually 
becoming a democratic 
republic or representative 
democracy.

● Senate becomes the 
ruling body of Rome. 

The Rise of the Roman Republic



Remember this About the Republic

● Republican Art was used to 
promote the state above all other 
things, not the individual. 
● Public service
● Wisdom
● Hard work
● Military campaigns

● Very different from Greece which 
honored the individuals and 
perfection of humans. 



● Why would art look like 
this during the Roman 
Republic when the 
Senate was in charge?

● Verism: Extreme 
realism

Head of a Roman patrician

Verism: Very, Very Realistic



Roman Sculpture: Realism vs. 
Idealism

● Ideals of the Republic were 
greatly seen in Roman sculpture.
● Full length statues focused on the 

head
● May be from a tradition of funerary 

masks. 
● Heads (Busts) could be switched.
● Bodies were idealized, even if 

heads were not. 
● Bodies were generic, faces were 

more important. 
● Realism over idealism = Roman



● What about this 
temple is:
● Greek?
● Etruscan?
● Roman 

renovations?

Taking the Temple Design



Temples from Another Time
● Roman Republic architecture is Eclectic: shows 

Greek and Etruscan influences, with unique 
features added to Post and Lintel style. 

● Etruscan:
● Front porch
● Rectangular Cella

● Greek:
● Ionic order

● Roman Unique:
● Engaged Columns
● Cella walls pushed out

● Concrete, not marble-an extravagance
Maison Caree, c. 1 C.E, 
Nimes, France



The Fabulous Roman Forum

● Most Roman Republic 
architecture centered in the 
Forum: the center of religious, 
civic, economic life (similar to 
Greek Agora)
● Remained the center of Roman life 

until the decline.
● Reflects the rise and fall of the 

empire by its form and content.
● During the Republic: Focus on 

the Senate and the people, not 
individuals. 





● Rome is another 
great example of how 
art allows us to 
watch art happen

● The form and 
content of art will 
shift as Rome grows 
from a Republic to an 
empire and then 
collapses under its 
own weight

Looking Ahead…


